2S8     BY JOPPA AND RAMLAH TO JERUSALEM.
marble slabs, and decorated with painted devices
and Arabic sentences in characters of gold.
Passing within, however, the town has all the
appearance of a poor village, and every part of
it that we saw was of corresponding meanness.
It is seated on a hill, and walled all around as
far as we could trace, except towards the sea;
the walls are irregular, and weak, and were ap-
parently built at different periods* We saw not
more than twelve pieces of cannon mounted, and
observed many of the covered arches, intended
for musketry, to be filled up with dead horsed
bones and other rubbish. The inhabitants here
dress like the people of Damietta, wearing a
costume intermediate between that of Syria and
Egypt, but a still greater poverty seemed to
reign throughout all classes.
After ascending and descending hilly streets,
we at length reached the house of Signor Da-
miani, the English Consul, and were received
there by his domestics. The consul himself soon
arrived, and presented one of the most singular
mixtures of European and Asiatic costume that
we had yet witnessed* His dress consisted of
the long robes of the east, surmounted by a pow-
dered bag-wig, a cocked hat with anchor buttons
and black.cockade, and a gold-headed cane, all
of the oldest, fashion. The airs and grimace of
his behaviour were that of a French frizeur rather